io    STORIES THAT WORDS TELL  US.

would know, too, that the name Welsh, which was
given to the Britons who were driven into the
western parts of England, comes from an Old English
word, wealh, which meant " slave/* He might then
guess that, besides the Britons who were driven
away into the west of the country, there were others
whom the English conquered and made to work as
slaves. From the name wealh, or " slave," given to
these, all the Britons who remained came to be
known as Welsh.

Yet though the English conquered the Britons,
the two peoples could not have mixed much or
married very often with each other; for if they had
done so, many more British words would have been
borrowed by the English language. To the English
the Britons were strangers and " slaves."

We could, too, guess some of the things which
these old English conquerors of Britain did and
believed from examining some common English
words. If we think of the days of the week be-
sides Sunday, or the " Sun's day/1 and Monday,
the ''Moon's day/1 we find Tuesday, "Tow's day/'
Wednesday, "Woden's day/' Thursday, "That's
day," Friday, *' Freya's day/' Saturday, " Saturn's
day/' and it would not be hard to guess that most
of the days are called after gods or goddesses whom
the English worshipped while they were still heathen,
Tew was in the old English religion the bravest of
all the gods, for he gave up his own arm to save
the other gods. Woden, the wisest of the gods,